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Umpired Fleet Racing 

Sailing Instruction  

O’PEN SKIFF EUROCHALLENGE 2024 
 

May 9th – 11th, 2024 
TO BE HELD AT 

  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sopot, Poland 
at 

     Sopocki Klub Żeglarski ERGO Hestia 
         in co-operation with  

 

Tahe Outdoors France & O’pen Skiff Class Association 
 

                                              

Eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[NP] Denotes that a breach of this rule will not be grounds for a protest by a boat. This changes RRS 

60.1(a). 

https://eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org/
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[SP] Denotes a rule for which a standard penalty may be applied by the Race Committee (RC) without a 
hearing. This changes RRS 63.1 and RRS Appendix A5. 

 

1. RULES  

1.1. See Notice of Race (abbreviation RRS means: Racing Rules of Sailing 2021-2024 / 

Rule) 

1.2. Umpired Fleet Racing Appendix UF as approved by WS and adopted by the Class shall 
apply under RRS 86.2. Attached to the SIs. 

1.3. In case of conflict between Notice of Race (NoR) and Sailing Instructions (SI), the SI and 
the subsequent notice will take precedence in compliance with RRS 63.7. 

1.4. New RRS 18 see Annex C. 

 

2. PROGRAM OF THE EVENT 

See Notice of Race  

 

3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 

Notices to the competitors will be posted online on the Official Digital Notice Board  

https://eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org/notice-board  

4. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted not less than 90 minutes before the 

scheduled warning signal of the race it takes effect, except that any change to the schedule 

of the first race of the day will be posted by 20:00 on the day before it will take effect. 

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

5.1. Signals made ashore will be displayed at the Official Flag Poles located at the club 

square 

5.2.  [NP][DP] When the DELTA flag is displayed ashore competitors can go afloat. The 

warning signal will be made not less than 30 minutes after this flag is displayed. If the 

Delta flag is NOT displayed competitors SHALL NOT go afloat. 

6. SHEDULE OF RACE  

6.1. Number of races per day will be decided by Class Representative. The scheduled time 

of the Warning signal for the first race of the day will be displayed at 12:00.  

6.2. There will be a maximum of 9 races in the championship, for each division. 

6.3. To alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, an orange flag will be 

displayed with one sound signal for at least five minutes before a warning signal is 

displayed (changes RRS Race Signals). 

 

7. RACING AREA 

7.1. The racing area is defined in SI’s Annex A as an area extending 50 meter outside any 

point where a boat might sail during normal racing and includes the area bounded by 

course marks at all times when any boat of any fleet is still racing. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org/notice-board
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8. COURSES AND FREESTYLE MANEUVERS 

8.1. The diagram in SI’s Annex B shows the courses, including the approximate angles 

between legs, the order in which the marks are to be passed, the side on which each 

mark is to be left and the freestyle maneuvers zone. 

8.1.1. Freestyle maneuvers are: 

360°: including a tack and a jibe (or a jibe and a tack) in the same direction when a 

yellow flag is displayed on the race committee (RC) starting vessel before or 

together with the warning signal . 

Standing leg: sail the boat between two buoys in a standing position, when a green 

flag is displayed on the race committee starting vessel before or together with the 

warning signal.  

If no flag is displayed there will be no Free Style. 

If a boat does not comply with a Freestyle maneuver, Jury may penalize the 

boat as defined in SI Appendix UF #3.5(b) 

8.2. REMEMBER THE CLASS RULE C.1.1 RULES.  

(a)  If the average wind speed is clearly more than 12 knots across the course the race 

committee may signal in accordance with RRS Appendix P5 that pumping, rocking 

and ooching are permitted except on a windward leg. This changes rules RRS 

42.2(a), RRS 42.2(b), RRS 42.2(c). 

8.3. The course may be shortened to finish at any mark provided that 3 or more legs will 

have been sailed (changes RRS 32). 

 

9. MARKS 

9.1. The marks will be: 

COURSE MARKS (1,2,3,4) Inflatable white with ERGO Hestia logo 

S white with an orange flag 

Free Style Inflatable small yellow 

F white with an orange flag 

 

 

10. FORBIDDEN AREAS & OBSTRUCTION 

10.1. There are no restricted areas or obstructions in the racing areas. 

 

11 THE START 

11.1 The starting line will be between staffs displaying orange flags on the starting marks. 

 

11.2 [DP] Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area 

during the starting sequence for other races and remain in the area described in SI 9.2. 
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11.3 A boat starting later than 3 minutes after her starting signal will be scored did not start 

without a hearing. This changes RRS 35, 63.1, A4 and A5. 

11.4 Starting under Black Flag Rule Penalty: in case of General Recall sail numbers of the 

boats BFD will be displayed for at least 3 minutes. A long sound signal will be made 

when the numbers are displayed. This changes RRS 30.4. 

11.5 Races will be started as follows: 

11.6 Class Flag are: 

• Red with Open Skiff Logo for U12 

• White with Open Skiff Logo for U15 & U17 

 

12 THE FINISH 

12.1 The finishing line will be between a staff displaying a Blue flag on the RC finishing 

vessel and the finishing buoy displaying and orange flag. 

 

13 [NP] TIME LIMITS AND TARGET TIMES 

13.1 The target time for the first boat is 35/40 minutes 

13.2 The time limit in each race to the first mark for the first boat is 15 minutes. 

13.3 The time limit for the first boat to finish a race is 60 minutes. 

13.4 If the time limits in SI 13.2 and  13.3  are exceeded the race shall  be 

abandoned. Missing of these times limit by Race Committee will not be ground for 

request of redress (change RRS 60.1(b)). 

13.5 Boats failing to finish within 10 minutes after the first boat starts, sails the course and 

finishes in their respective division or group shall be scored DNF except those who are 

scored DSQ, UFD, BFD, OCS, RET, RDG or DNE. (change RRS 35, A4 and A5) 

 

14. PROTEST AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 

P L E ASE R E AD C AR E FUL L Y THE O’PEN SKIFF SI APPENDIX  UF  ABOUT PROTESTS 

14.1 [NP][DP] Boats retiring from a race shall complete a Retirement Declaration Form at 

the Regatta Office before the end of the protest time limit.   

14.2 For each Division/Group the protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat of her 

Division/Group has finished the last race of the day, or the Race Committee signals 

“AP/N over A”, whichever is later. 

14.3 Notices will be posted no later than 15 minutes after the protest time limit to inform 

competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as a witness. Hearings will 

be held in the Jury Office close the  Race Office. 

14.4 Decisions of the international jury will be final as provided in RRS 70.5. 

14.5 Breaches of class rules and RRS 78 may be less than disqualification. 

MINUTES BEFORE 
STARTING SIGNAL 

VISUAL SIGNAL 
SOUND 
SIGNAL 

MEANS  

Any time before the 
warning signal not less 
than 5 minutes 

Orange Flag One Attention 

5 minutes Class Flag displayed One Warning Signal 

4 minutes U or Black Flag displayed One Preparatory Signal 

1 minutes 
U or Black Flag displayed 
removed 

One 
Last Minute Signal 

0 minutes Class Flag Removed One Starting Signal 
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15 SCORING 

15.1 Scoring will be in accordance with RRS Appendix A, except for the discard profile. If 
4 races have been completed a boat may discard their worst score; if 9 races                             
have been completed a boat may discard their two worst scores. 

15.2 Three races are required to validate the event for each division. To request correction 

of an alleged error in the posted races or series results, a boat may complete a 
Scoring Enquiry Form available on 

https://eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org/notice-board  
 

16  [NP][DP] SAFETY REGULATIONS  

16.1 Competitors leaving the race before finishing shall inform the Race Committee (RC 

boats or Rescue boats) as soon as possible. If this is not possible the competitor shall 

inform the Race Office. The Competitor shall also complete a retirement declaration 

(see SI 14.1). 

16.2 Competitors shall wear personal flotation devices at all times when afloat, except 

briefly while changing or adjusting clothing or personal equipment.  

16.3 Competitors who require assistance from rescue boats should wave one arm with hand 

open. If no assistance is required, the arm should be waved with fist closed. 

A boat not leaving the shore shall inform Race Office or Race Committee at the Regatta 

Office 

16.4 If considered necessary, competitor may be ordered by a race organization to abandon 

the boat and board a rescue vessel. If so a warning red and white tape will be fixed on 

the boat to signals that sailor was rescued.   

16.5 When the RC displays the V flag (RRS 37) with a long sound, all official and support 

boats shall monitor the VHF channel corresponding to their racing area and carry out 

any search and rescue instructions.  

16.6 When Flags AP over H or N over H are displayed from a Race Committee vessel, all 

boats shall immediately return ashore and will wait there for further signals. (changes 

race signals AP over H and N over H). 

16.7 Racing Area VHF Frequency 72 

16.8 The race office telephone number is: +48585557200 

17  [DP] REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT 

17.1 Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed unless authorized by 

the Technical  Committee. Request for substitution shall be made on the official online 

notice board at change of equipment at the first reasonable opportunity.  

 

18  [DP] EQUIPMENT CHECKS 

18.1 A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class Rules  

and  Sailing  Instructions.  On the water,  a  boat  can  be instructed  by  the Technical 

Committee to proceed immediately to a designated area for inspection. 

 

19 OFFICIAL BOATS [DP][NP] SUPPORT BOATS 

  Official boats will be marked as follows: 

o Race Committee boats will be marked with a white flag with black “A” 

o Umpire boats will be marked with a white or red flag with “Jury”  

 

https://eurochallenge2024.openskiffclass.org/notice-board
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19.1 Coach and support boats shall remain outside areas (50 mt from any laylines and 

starting/finishing marks) where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory 

signal for the first fleet to start until all boats have finished or retired or the race 

committee signals a postponement  or  abandonment  except  to  assist  a  crew  in 

distress or at request of the Race Committee. 

19.2 Support boats shall comply with any reasonable request from a race official. 

19.3 A personal flotation device shall be worn by all support boat personal at all time while 

afloat. 

19.4 No more than 3 persons will be allowed onboard of any support boats. 

19.5  All coach boats shall carry a tow rope (minimum 15 metres long and 8 mm thick). 

19.6 An alleged breach of any of the regulations in SI 19 may be referred to the Race 

Committee and Jury. The Race Committee may instruct the organizing authority to 

withdraw accreditation and access rights to the regatta venue and the course areas 

from the offending party without the option of replacement during the regatta. 

 

20 [DP] TRASH DISPOSAL 

20.1 As sailors, we seek to protect and restore our oceans, coastal waters and lake. Boats 

shall not intentionally put trash in the water. Trash may be placed aboard support 

and race committee boats. 

 

21 PRIZES 

21.1 Prizes will be given according to the Notice of Race. 

 

22 [SP] [NP] ADDITIONAL IDENTIFICATION AND ADVERTISING 
22.1 Event lycras will be provided by the organiser and shall be worn outside any other clothing 

or equipment at all times when afloat and during media interviews ashore.  
22.2 Sponsor stickers will be provided and applied as per SI Annex D. 
22.3 Sponsor stickers and event lycras shall not be cut, trimmed, defaced, or altered in any 

way.  

22.4 Penalties: 

• Failure to comply with SI 22.1, 22.2 and 22.3 will result in a 1 point penalty 
without a hearing in each race the infringement took place. 

• Application of these penalties shall not result in a boat being scored worse than 
DSQ. 

• If no race is completed on the day of the infringement the penalty will be applied 
to the most recent completed race in the series or, if there were no races 
previously completed to the next completed race in the series. 
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         ANNEX A          
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         ANNEX B                                           COURSE 
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ANNEX C                      2022 Test Rule 18 
 

DEFINITION MARK-ROOM 
Room for a boat to sail her proper course to round or pass the mark, and room to pass a finishing mark 

after 
finishing. 
Preamble to Section C 
Section C rules do not apply at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at its anchor line. 
18 MARK-ROOM 
18.1 When Rule 18 Applies 

(a) Rule 18 applies between boats when they are required to leave a mark on the same side and at  
least one of them is in the zone. However, it does not apply 
(1) between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to windward or when the proper course at the 

mark for one but not both of them is to tack, 
(2) between a boat approaching a mark and one leaving it, or 
(3) if the mark is a continuing obstruction, in which case rule 19 applies. 

(b) Rule 18 no longer applies between boats when the boat entitled to mark-room has left the mark 
astern and is on a course to begin sailing the next leg, or is no longer racing. 

18.2 Giving Mark-Room 
(a) When the first of two boats reaches the zone, 

(1) if the boats are overlapped, the outside boat at that moment shall give the inside boat mark-
room. 

(2) if the boats are not overlapped, the boat that has not reached the zone at that moment shall 
give the other boat mark-room. 

(b) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(a), she shall continue to do so even if 
later an overlap is broken or a new overlap begins. 

(c) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap before the first of two boats 
reached the zone, it shall be presumed that she did not. 

(d) Rule 18.2(a) no longer applies if the boat entitled to mark-room passes head to wind or leaves 
the zone. 

(e) When rule 18.2(a) does not apply and the boats are overlapped, the outside boat shall give the 
inside boat mark-room. 

18.3 Tacking in the Zone 
If a boat has passed head to wind in the zone and another boat was fetching the mark at that time, 

(a) rule 18.2 does not apply between them, and 
(b) at a mark to be left to port, if the other boat has been on starboard tack since entering the zone, 

the boat that tacked shall 
(1) not cause the other boat to sail above close-hauled to avoid contact, and 
(2) give mark-room if the other boat becomes overlapped inside her. 

18.4 Gybing in the Zone 
When an inside overlapped boat must gybe at a mark to sail her proper course, she shall not sail farther 

from 
the mark than needed to sail her proper course if this affects the choice of course of an outside boat. 
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ANNEX D      

Please apply advertising on both sides of the sail as per diagram 
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